
July 15, 2022

Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon
Honorable Nancy Skinner, Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee
Honorable Phil Ting, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Budget Leaders,

On behalf of the Truth and Justice in Child Support Coalition, it is with the
deepest gratitude that our organizations thank you and all the members of the
Senate and Assembly Budget Committees for prioritizing low-income families in
the California 2022-2023 budget by bringing incredible reform to the state’s
child support program.

https://truthandjusticeinchildsupport.org/


Ending the practice of intercepted child support payments for families currently
and formerly receiving public benefit assistance will be transformative for
families in our state. This policy change will put $430 million back in the pockets
of low-income children and parents each year, right a historic wrong, and spur
other states and the federal government to follow California’s lead on creating
a more just child support system.

We especially thank you for recognizing and addressing the systemic racism in
our current policy that disproportionately requires families of color to pay twice
for government benefits. This policy change represents an unprecedented
investment in the wealth and well-being of low-income children and families in
our state’s child support system and will show states around the country that
funding the social safety net on the backs of struggling families is both
counter-productive and ineffective.

We look forward to learning more details from the trailer bill language and we
are always available to help the Administration implement this reform.

In sincerest gratitude,

Stephanie Jeffcoat, A New Way of Life
Joanna Billingy, All of Us or None
Eric Morrison-Smith, Alliance for Boys and Men of Color
Andrea Luquetta, California Asset Building Coalition
Michelle Chan, California Families Rise
Terry Kim, Children’s Institute
Sara Shortt, Community Housing Partnership
Desiree Nguyen Orth, East Bay Community Law Center
Derick Morgan, Ella Baker Center
Wesley Saver, GLIDE
Shimica Gaskins, GRACE & End Child Poverty California
Debra Gore-Mann, Greenlining Institute



Ronnell Hampton, Growing Greatness
Jhumpa Bhattachary, Insight Center for Community & Economic Development
Ivana Gonzales, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
Juliet Sims, Prevention Institute
Melissa Jones, BARHII
Gail Yen, Root & Rebound
Chala Bonner, Safe Return Project
Ryan Berryman, San Bernardino Fatherhood
Anne Stuhldreher and Michelle Lau, San Francisco Financial Justice Project, City
and County of San Francisco
Jacob Dumez, San Francisco Office of Financial Empowerment
Sheryl Davis, San Francisco Human Rights Commission
Jamie Austin and Jacob Leos-Urbel, Tipping Point Community
Christa Brown, The San Francisco Foundation
Chris Iglesias, The Unity Council
Anne Marks, Youth ALIVE!
Anthony Robles, Youth Justice Coalition LA
Valentina Sedeno, Young Community Developers
Amika Mota, Young Women’s Freedom Center
Mike Herald, Western Center on Law and Poverty
Rachel Freitas, former child support program professional

CC:
Honorable Susan Talamantes Eggman, Chair, Senate Budget Cmte Sub 3
Honorable Dr. Joaquin Arambula, Chair, Assembly Budget Cmte Sub 1
Members of the 2022-23 Budget Committee


